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SUBJ: GREEK TRADE UNION AND TURKISH ARMS EMBARGO 

REF: (A) BRUSSELS 8163 (NOTAL) (B) ATHENS 2460 (NOTAL) 

1. OEEICIALS OE THE GREEK GENERAL CONEEDERATION OF LABOR 
(GSEE) CONEIRM THAT THE GSEE HAS REQUESTED THE EUROPEAN 
TRADE UNION CONEEDERATION TO PROTEST THE PROPOSED LILTING 
OE THE TURKISH ARMS EMBARGO. THE SAME SOURCES INFORM US 
THAT THE GSEE HAS SENT SIMILAR REQUESTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL 
CONEEDERATION OE FREE TRADE UNIONS (ICETU) AND AEL-CIO 
PRESIDENT GEORGE MEANY. SEVERAL NATIONAL LABOR 
EEDERATIONS HAVE ALSO RECENTLY REQUESTED FROM THE EMBASSY 
THE ADDRESSES OE THEIR U.S. COUNTERPARTS, WE ASSUME IN 
ORDER TO DIRECT SIMILAR REQUESTS TO THEM. 
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2. THE PROPOSAL TO LIET THE EMBARGO ALSO MAKES IT LESS 
LIKELY THAT THE GSEE WILL PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING WITH 
ITS TURKISH COUNTERPART, TURK-IS, AND THE GREEK-CYPRIOT 
AND TURKISH-CYPRIOT LABOR CONFEDERATIONS UNDER ICETU 
AUSPICES IN BRUSSELS NEXT MONTH. MINISTER OE LABOR 
LASKARIS INEORMED THE EMBASSY POLITICAL COUNSELOR ON 
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APRIL 17 THAT HE HAD PROHIBITED GREEK TRADE UNIONISTS 
FROM PARTICIPATING IN IT. 

3. ICFTU PRESIDENT OTTO KERSTEN PROPOSED SUCH A 
MEETING TO GSEE AND TURK-IS REPRESENTATIVES AT 
THE AFL-CIO CONVENTION IN LOS ANGELES LAST DECEMBER. 

KERSTEN FOLLOWED UP HIS SUGGESTION DURING HIS TRIP TO 
ATHENS AND ANKARA LAST MARCH. GSEE LEADERS AGREED 
IN PRINCIPLE TO PARTICIPATE (REFTEL B). THEY NOW INFORM 
US, HOWEVER, THAT NO DECISION HAS BEEN TAKEN YET WHETHER 
OR NOT THE GSEE WILL CONFIRM ITS PRIOR AGREEMENT. 
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